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scale not only sufficient to meet the requirements of the
Sudan, Western Abyssinia and the Eastern Congo, but
to allow of a considerable export when the level of prices
is high enough to cover costs.
The mineral possibilities of the country have for many
years been studied by the Geological Survey, while private
enterprise has examined numerous particular regions,
notably the southern provinces, but apart from a recent
discovery of magnesite rock in the south of Kassala
Province, nothing of practical importance has been
brought to light and it must be regarded as improbable
that the Sudan contains any considerable underground
sources of wealth. In particular, it is certain that the
country contains no coal, while the oil-bearing strata at
the northern end of the Ked Sea do not extent south of
the Egyptian border.
Next in ascending order of importance are the animal
resources of the Sudan.
The semi-desert regions in the north, though their
rainfall is insufficient for the general and regular growing
of crops, are by no means completely desiccated, but
produce grass wherever rain happens to fall, even on land
which has not previously been watered for some years.
Moreover, the beds of water-courses which, though dry
during most of the year, carry occasional spates in the
rainy season, provide water from wells during the dry
weather and carry a fringe of trees along their banks.
These conditions suffice for the subsistence of nomad arabs,
who breed, for the most part, camels and sheep, following
the grass into the desert during the rams and falling
back upon their wells in summer.
In the central zone, though the sedentary population
in the north of it own very considerable numbers of sheep,
goats, donkeys and baggage camels, it is mainly the
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